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APRIL 3, 1998�


MORICE FOREST DISTRICT


DISTRICT MANAGER’S POLICY - PATCHSIZE DISTRIBUTION 





The Forest Practices Code regulations (OPR 21(3)(b)) authorises the approval of harvest units greater than 60 ha in size provided that "the district manager is satisfied that the cutblock design is consistent with the structural characteristics and the temporal and spatial distribution of natural openings".  The purpose of this policy is to provide direction that will assist in the preparation of operational plans that include blocks greater than 60 ha. in size. 





The biodiversity guidebook was the primary source used in the preparation of this policy letter.  The move to a larger average block size in the Morice if done properly will:  decrease landscape fragmentation result in an improved standard of forest management, and provide economic benefits to the forest industry.  It is my intention to fully implement the Biodiversity Guide book patch size targets over time. 





For a Forest Development Plan to be approved, the cumulative impact of all the harvesting proposals may not result in the landscape unit falling below the seral targets, by Natural Disturbance Type (NDT) unless supported by a rationale that has been approved by the District Manager.  At the forest development plan stage I expect that there will be substantial discussion between District Forest Service staff, MELP and the licensees regarding the location and timing of the larger blocks.





1.	LOCATION OF HARVEST UNITS                                                      





In those areas in the Morice already heavily fragmented by harvesting, the best approach to increasing block size is to aggregate existing blocks. One of the primary objectives of aggregating harvest units at the landscape level, is to avoid further fragmentation of the remaining mature and old forest. Therefore, larger units should be generally well spaced on the landscape spatially and temporally, to allow for larger patches of mature forest.  The leave areas between large patches should  be approximately the same size as the proposed harvest patches. 





The objective of creating aggregated blocks in areas with a historic patchwork of previously harvested areas is to re-establish the historic natural disturbance pattern. The location and size of an aggregated block should be based on consideration of the; �


location of: large pest infestations or forest stands susceptible to infestation, 


location of large blowdown events or other natural disturbance events and 


rate of harvest in the landscape unit ( the rate of harvest over the past and future 5 year periods).





Ideally, the aggregated block should target overmature, decadent, beetle susceptible stands within leave strips, or blowdown areas.


�


Consideration should also be given to locating large aggregated blocks located in those landscape units where the distribution of small and medium patch sizes are in excess of the required Biodiversity Guidebook target. By aggregating the small and medium blocks to create a larger aggregated patch the large patch size distribution for the NDT can be met. 


�2.	HARVEST UNIT DESIGN�


A patch is defined as a similar-aged forest that differs in age from adjacent patches by more than 20 years. When used in the design of landscape patterns, the term refers to the size of either a natural disturbance opening that led to even-ages forests or an opening created by cutblocks. 





Prior to approving an aggregate block greater than 60 hectares I will need to understand the patch size distribution for each Landscape Unit, by NDT.  The best way to show this would be by submitting a table with the FDP showing the existing patch size distribution accompanied with a strategy detailing how the licensee intends on achieving the patch size targets and leave areas by NDT as identified in the Biodiversity Guidebook.  I understand that the format of this table is being discussed by district staff and licensees. 





3.	CRITERIA FOR AGGREGATING HARVEST UNITS INTO A PATCH


�The criteria for creating a large disturbance ( aggregation of blocks) is listed in order of priority below:�


aggregate the most recently harvested blocks first,


aggregate blocks adjacent to each other, that were harvested within 20 years of each other,


where 1 or 2 do not apply, a large disturbance may be proposed, that does not include previously harvested areas.





I do not intend on setting a maximum block size by NDT type.  The distribution of patch sizes by NDT should follow the direction provided in the Biodiversity Guidebook.�


4. 	HARVEST UNITS > 60 HA. - AGGREGATED BLOCKS


�The wildlife patch and tree requirements outlined in table 20 (b) of the Biodiversity Guidebook will apply to blocks greater than 60 hectares.  Please refer to the District Managers Policy on Stand Level Biodiversity


�A proposed block can include mature and immature, as well as  operable and inoperable forest types.  Unlogged areas within a large block are intended to replicate fire skips.  Development proposals should differentiate between leave areas that may be logged at some future date and those that are left in order to meet the stand level biodiversity objectives.  �For example the proposed block may be segregated into areas designated as “ harvest now, harvest later, or don’t harvest”. 





Ideally, aggregated blocks should have greater stand level  retention than smaller blocks, to allow use by wildlife. The exact amount of structural retention depends on the harvesting system used, composition of the stand, presence of riparian zones and the general opportunities offered by the stand. ��Implementation


In keeping with the Forest Service policy on planned and periodic change this policy is to be fully implemented on August 6, 1998. There are benefits to industry, MOE and MOF to implement this policy prior to that date.  Where possible, agency staff and licensees are asked to look for opportunities to implement sooner without causing unreasonable increases in workload of either party.





Attachment





Direction to licensees for preparation of Landscape level and FDP maps


The FDP maps accompanying the Patch size distribution table shall show adjacent leave areas where aggregated blocks are proposed.





The licensees, MOF and MOE will jointly identify at the landscape level, the aggregated patch size pattern for harvest and leave areas. Patch size design and configuration should follow the natural and biological features where present, to better simulate natural disturbance.





Attachment





Rate of harvest





Forest Development Plan


The Licensee shall provide a rationale showing how the FDP meets the landscape level approved objectives and strategies and District Management policy. The licensee will also provide;


- a table showing the harvest history of the landscape unit, over time (in 5 year increments tied to cut control periods ), by NDT.  The table would show Gross Forested and THLB. The beginning of harvest is defined as when the first entry occurred.


-a table and map associated with the harvest strategy identifying the location and size of proposed aggregated blocks.


-a table and map associated with the seral stage distribution. The table would show the existing and future seral stage distribution over time ( in 5 year increments tied to cut control periods)





Landscape level


Landscape level plans provide guidance to the Forest Development Plan. At the landscape level, the licensee will need to consider a number of issues/concerns to come up with the a harvest strategy that will apply to the FDP. During the review of the landscape plan the DM may make the decision to set the rate of harvest in a Landscape. The decision to set the rate of harvest in a landscape shall include considerations of the following; the legal landscape objectives, District Manager policy and  strategies, other known resource information and other social and economic considerations as deemed important to protect and conserve forest resources. In consideration of the above, the DM may direct the licensee to slow down or divert harvest from one area and move into another area. 
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